The Gospel According To …

A COMFORTING GOD
13 As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you . . .
Isaiah 66:13a (NIV)
The celebration of Mother’s Day has become a day when we
shower our mothers with love, gifts, cards and flowers. Many of us
have been blessed to have the presence of our mother throughout
our lives and still treasure each day with her. We are blessed that
our mother has loved us, nurtured us, guided us and taught us from
infancy to adulthood, and we can still whisper to her, “I love you.”
My mother is 92 years old and while every day the debilitating
disease of Alzheimer’s takes a little more of her mind away and
threatens to leave a mere shell of who she is and once was, I still
count it a blessing that today she still recognizes me and has short
moments of recollection of who I once was as a child and who I
am today.
While many of us may have a wonderful mother very present in
our lives, it should not escape us that there are many who do not
have the same. For many today, mothers are absent from their
children’s lives leaving them in foster homes, group homes or in
the care of others. For many today, children are estranged from
their mothers due to alcohol and drug addiction, mental illness or
just through misunderstandings. For many today, mothers are no
longer living on this earth for God has called her home. For many
today, there are those that have never experienced the love of a
mother or even the comfort of a mother leaving emptiness in the
heart of what could have or should have been, however, not all
hope is lost.
In God’s word He says, “As a mother comforts a child, I will
comfort you.” This is one of the many promises God has made to
us, and a promise He will always keep. God promises to step in
and comfort us in dark times. God who created all mothers
understands what we need. God recognizes that the bond between
mother and child is indeed special. God recognizes that mothers
bring unique gifts to humankind. But God can and will be a mother
to the motherless. He can and will provide comfort to you no
matter what your situation may be—be it that your mother is
absent, ill, estranged or separated from you in death. Seek the One
that can fill the emptiness of your heart! Seek the One that can
take away all hurt and pain! Seek the God of love, joy and
immeasurable comfort today!
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